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[ A.‘ Alr. Our uroup Ias alonc when it arrived. ot the I. P. ot - o
?f 1045 hours and was immedis bely - abttacked by approxinetely 100 FJ-190ts,

gyt

L a fow of which may have been 17e-110's end 16-100's, They made thelir

;  first pass.from out of the sun at three o'clock and- pocled off at 150

Lo yards. They immedia tely reformed and caue in en masse from sixt o'eloel ,

o attocking our rear Loz Th&j-“lGW in a- stepped up -javelin Torume tlon o

s neking ‘it very difd 1cu_t Tor anyone othnr then our tail sunnars to : ;
- ; fire & thom.” Theip plan of abtack was fitted nerfectly for our box '

e ‘1n brail formation and tdO" concaptr ted on one boy at o tlzcavorklnﬂ
from recr to front.

LJ‘--
.

s AS they cavie in ot closc runge, -ther °ebm9d o LhrOuulQ

L_swvn o and uourcd continuous roecket and 20 mm. 1ro,¢nto our Tormation.

G Ode racxot_yrogoctor 7as5 obaerved undor sach wing omd it was stoted

© thet whon directly hit by & roeket a bomber. would burst into flimes
irmediately. A Aululuude'of saall white bursts wbrc obscrvod.

. T . ‘The attoek lusted 20 mlnutos uud ﬁrﬂc woa1l"'4]l pusses ; o
: wcre npde Trom level rwur=and from flve, 8ix, 2nd seven o'cloegl. \ - -
Tho Tighter escort urrived about © ninutes cfter the ini itial avtacl:,
&nd wos very effective from then on, despite the f&Cu thut they were

“LVllV outnulboved ' | '

-

.

Tha evewv flﬂataro wcrﬂ of vurieus colors, 1Dc‘udnng t

Tollowing silfcr ;uselure with yellow cowling; silver uuvlarﬂ‘.‘
with 13d b-‘d wear tull bla 41!lth Wruy bellies wnd .oam olive drub,
. ! ' : L3 . .
S | . From the gbhove encounta rg, our G“oun lo b fiTheon (15)
- erelt, and claius the felloring vichories: 28 aestro*od, 7 »rob-
- B es, and 2 dan“rad (”nesc fﬂgurﬁs ltter'venu up to: IS¢ destroved, ’

8 hrobabWLu, end B dameged) .

&ftcr leavlng the tmr ut area, ouy Croun was “"11n att;cked
DJ 25 112-109's over Innsbrudl, They came in from h“gh out of the .
sun uand- passed under our for atlon...ﬂo lous €S or v1ctorleu.resulted

~Eroin *Lls autaok.

B, _Fla;. There wus mo flol.at the. tirget.
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L A Communicutlons.. f"'he comnand chunnel vias - Jdﬂﬁcd by the Co
3 ﬂnamf, uuLlnb it 1mp0031b1c to call uhn egcort Tor ussnstancc._ : - o
. It was the ov1n¢on of our Group loadcr th“t entlrelv'too' : o
muech 1ntﬂrcommunwcut10n was conducted by otler: Groups on tho w"v oo
3 L into Germeny, vakinzg it possible Tor the eneny’ to dcf:nntol ab— R ‘
X o 4 lish uhe p051t10w and course. of the ¢on1 tion. . hH T
. ' o Bf? Lah Ila& vas observed cml'r at ‘Inz sbruc‘ whkich zrpeared to be
] from apnr ox1m&tely Slf (d) ‘guns. e i _- ' L
4 : . -\ U
3 Co ° . . '
3 B C. Javal. Om"o sl ips whic oh TCuCﬂblOd subiar L1es wers obszrved
R yat 50 30°H ~ 13 oom.. . S :
' ?3 - D Grouna A very larcu‘alrﬂlald with seversl- TUNVEYS w"s‘ '
- observed ot 46/03 12/5 72. “Another sirfield weas ochvvod t 4s/o041T,
lO/oSI‘.. : , -
E - i . E. Alr. -Gur aifcra;t Ho. 792 vas coen at 1035 hours, hcadlng
g - ' Lﬁr Suits zeriand; with one englne on fire
A totel of eig nt chutes was il that were seci during the
encounter. o | : ' . ”
3 R - R . ™. -
« . IIT. oO cfms: ‘
4. Totsl lossos."‘Erbn fichters - 15,
. B. Dauage. TFrow fighﬁers -0 slishs, 2 serizus, -
€. Viebtorieg. (Claiu shoets being subnitted.)
[ o '__ ' k- .
Destroved: “8.”7 100tg, * -
Pv«oo.:m es: 7 FY-190's
: o e D“Jarud o 8 Fﬁ-lQO'sJ K
e - _ o ) : -
.%f& D. Corroc ione. Mons, : , S
e T ; . o l
‘ v.(The-finulvcount on-cciibut cT&i*s was 54 eneny sireraft
destroyed; € nrobables; chd 5 d*q;rcu.) ’ -
& DOWILE T, STTGREAVES
E : isjor, Alr Corps
; S=&, 433rd Bomb Group
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i 8 o o All Concerned .{f o e ‘."’ SR . : '

The follou1np mﬁ? 1s quoted for your 1nformatlon'

R ey

U0l LmrrtLNm, e - NR Shh , D R
%0 00, LB3rd BOMB. GRUUP : e -

A WA

-_ourmm-.mi_gm CITE BWACRE . o T -_ S
. FOLLOY :11 G MESSAGE 2104 IV, & FROM THIHTIG IS, ouo u) FOsf. YOUR - o

R Im‘éozmm'lci{.-muj KBLE 57 TS ATR B TILS A JJ BY 715 FOUR RTGRT THRA

13 et L A ot ) TN -
R TR AL R AL A e SR

e - e
F e BOHDARDILINT CHOUP AGATNS T OKS mmu;m ANy FIFTY & gz;;m; FIGUTRS II:I T
..‘ ':\ﬁ; LN
: Vg - .
[ - MEHTHGTN ARIZA- ‘{.J.;m,mrx ViAS AS FLRCE & BATILE A5 1S L‘J,_.R BEEI mU T
1 ) BY i GAOUP OF TUIS AIR FOROE ED WLTHONT AID or SSCURT 1-3:@'{1‘1110 oo
SPITE OF HIAVY 10SS3S 1 GHOUP FOUGiL? VALIANI‘LY T'tH.OUG*I WEPEATED . -
ATTACKS BY N FIGIHT ms CU,.-LPJ..E'lII\Lr i 1.-.0&;1‘ IUHLI succns JFUL Bumv -
AFTACK OF T ASSTGNED TAUGED D DESTROYING TWSNTY FIVE GURAN PIGITIS
) 20 }ﬂ'-lil'i‘.-ﬂ Ty o’-ss‘;-gfrmjgmus, AT TH -,*u)*-'I;ux’z'xfzI& OF TI BN ITXE ATR FOCE
10 T CREIS PadTICIPATHIG FOR THILS \,OUW 3 Gk a.-a;';-‘;1{‘:11-3;«;?10:!;m-;“.? T 1
N ‘ " SUILE a8 RVINZNCI BT THS GUCCESS (F TS GALLAT ATICK,
- ﬂr‘ . o : - .‘ o ’ .“ ' - o . o ‘ .'_ ;
_ ‘ . By order of Colonel Bait Bl . L L R o _”' flﬁ,
B | S S lajor, &ir Corps o
, I L - v ddjutant . LT e g
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o o All Personnel, hB3rd Bonbardmenu Group (q)

' Iestorday this Group became engdgcd in an air bat le Yiith
'.the Gorman ‘Air TForce and suffered very heavy casualties, Normally in =

bt b,

battles of this kind we are supported by several other bombardment-and . i

&flghuer groups. This time we stocd alone! By ouvselves, we shot dowm . i -
at’a conservative estimate, ‘many times ‘our own numbor of German Flghters =
L . -and still went in and destroyed our assigned target. ife took our losses, :
o ‘ _severe as they vere, but we fought and decisively dofeated a 1arge ‘ : g
b ~ portion, posslbly a. third, of the cream of German Pightcr Po“ces in - 3
5 Lt Lurope. - . o o o SRR
Log  Mhis batble is a gallant chapter in the history of the .
N > hBBrd Bombardment Group () and of the United States Air Forces. I . LT

i an Droud of you all and you have every rlght to ba proud of vourselve
‘ i‘ R I Yesterday Tie establlshed a flrhtlng tradition whlch e muSu'* . ‘; .'§é
3 B " conbinue to uphold. Failure to do so would constitite a betrayal to the ' -
K x L .- memories of those brave and.gallant men who did not come back. I know ‘ o
, x - . you will no® fail, ‘but will conbinues to carry out more and more success- oA
ful abi acko agalnst the German anemy until thc var is v1ctorlouslj ended A
° T o SAUL LBARTON o .o
g o : L L L - - .Colonel, Air Corps : 5
o Commanding o il
v 5§7 | ' > o :
e o v s i
. ':v" Eg
o R
o ) I
~ v '
3




	00000390
	00000391
	00000392
	00000393
	00000394

