STUTTGART, ARKANSAS



PREFATORY NOTE

The editors of this booklet, fervent believers in the old Chinese proverb that a picture is worth ten thousand words,
present this collection of photographs of the around-the-clock activities of Uncle Sam’s sons and daughters in the Army
Air Forces.

The Stuttgart Army Air Field is one of the largest advanced two-engine training bases of the far flung Southeast
Training Center, whose headquarters are at Maxwell Field, Ala. It is also an important unit of the Flying Training
Command, being part of the 28th Flying Training Wing. Its specific job is to turn out the best combat pilots in the
Army Air Forces.

Flying first started at this field in October of 1942, four months after the ground was broken in the center of what
is known as the “Grand Prairie”, the only prairie section in Arkansas, where vast fields of rice have been cultivated
for several decades.

The first six months of the field’s history is concerned with the development of the glider as a weapon of war,
and many hundreds of the Commandos of the Air, the glider pilots, were trained and commissioned here in what was
then the largest advanced glider school in the country. It hopes to repeat that enviable record with its advanced two-
engine aviation cadets, who upon graduation here will emerge as flight officers and second lieutenants.

Many other types of training activities go on here, side by side with pilot training. The ground personnel, the
men behind the men in the clouds, learn their jobs by doing the day to day routine of maintaining and servicing the
scores of training planes and the complete military installation.

Stuttgart Army Air Field has been since its inception, under the uninterrupted command of Colonel Edgar R. Todd,
one of the youngest post commanders in this training center, a rated command pilot and aerial observer and one of the
Air Forces’ pioneers in the development of the modern bomber. He received much of his training at Brooks Field,
where he was one of 13 students of an instructor then known as Lieutenant Claire Chennault.

Public Relations Office,
Stuttgart Army Air Field,
Stuttgart, Arkansas.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY THE BASE PHOTO SECTION
Published By University Supply & Equipment Co.
Fort Worth, Texas
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