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[Slight editing to correct the English] 

 
 

 

  
….Your flight formation sheet is a preliminary one. The real formation sometimes 
changed, maybe somebody is going ill or something else changed shortly [before] the 
formation. Mister Coogler wrote a book about the 483 BG and his newest formation you 
can see here. Mister Hauber [cited in website ‘Resources’] and I took the same 
formation. I am nearly sure this is the correct one. 
  
In Box 3 you can see Pilot Boggs in your sheet, but the real pilot was then pilot Clark. 
Left from Hattenhaur I can´t read the name. On this position there was pilot Smith. On 
box 4 you can see on the end pilot Combs and not Gussarson. Combs crew was the 
first one who crashed, because he was on the end of the formation and the German 
fighters attacked him first. I think, the Coogler sheet is well done….  
 
Gerhard 
 

-________________________________________________ 

NOTE: Gerhard cites Mr. Coogler’s research. Months ago, I was unsuccessful in making contact with Mr. 
Coogler’s family (following his death) to obtain the manuscript that he is said to have produced on the 
Memmingen Mission, as cited in the 483rd Bombardment Group (H) Association Newsletter, 36:3, 
September, 7.  

 











Richard F. Combs-Besatzung 
 

Datum: 18. Juli 1944 Stützpunkt: Sterparone/Italien 

Ziel: Fliegerhorst Memmingen Absturzgrund: Abschuss/Deutsche Jagdflieger 

Absturzort: Herzmanns bei Martinszell Absturzzeit: 10:30 Uhr 

Flugzeug: B-17G-35-DL Flugzeugkennung: 42-107172 

Bombergruppe: 483 Bomberstaffel: 816 
 

Titel Name Herkunft Tätigkeit Einzelschicksal Todestag 

1st Lt Combs, Richard F. New York Pilot Gefallen 18.07.1944 

2nd Lt Blake, David G. Maryland Co-Pilot Gefallen 18.07.1944 

2nd Lt Hammontree, Eugene L Missouri Navigator Gefallen 18.07.1944 

2nd Lt Mastalski, Joseph J. Pennsylvania Bombenschütze Gefallen 18.07.1944 

T/Sgt McGee, Wright W. Texas Bordfunker Gefangenschaft 1984 

T/Sgt Daufeldt, Mearl E. Iowa O. Turmschütze Gefallen 18.07.1944 

S/Sgt Becker Jr., Russell E. Pennsylvania Rumpfschütze Gefangenschaft 2001 

S/Sgt Nichols, Charles W. Arkansas Rumpfschütze Gefallen 18.07.1944 

S/Sgt Giard, Robert N. Massachusetts U. Turmschütze Gefallen 18.07.1944 

S/Sgt Granneman, Olan C. Missouri Heckschütze Gefallen 18.07.1944 
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Anflugformation: 

Italien - Deutschland 

Bewaffnung je Bomber: 

12 Sprengbomben je 250 kg 
1800 Schuss MG-Munition je 12,7 mm 

Eine Bombergruppe = 4 Staffeln 
Eine Staffel = 7 Bomber 

Grau = Ziel erreicht 
Rot = Verlust 
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